Bear Lake Promoters

Minutes 

November 7, 2007

Attendance:34

Meeting called to order 8AM by President Fred Alkire

Minutes were circulated and accepted with one typo correction noted
Treasurer’s report was circulated and reviewed by Treasurer Joanne Schroeder and approved. Balance in checking $7878.97, savings $3358.69 as of November 7th.

Correspondence:  Jackie Johnson read a note praising our Troop Package program from a Christmas in Bear Lake Vendor. An appeal from the Salvation Army for holiday bellringers was read. The Manistee High School Grad Bash committee is asking for contributions, and she also noted that the Manistee Chamber Business after hours is this Thursday.

It was announced that the “tumbler” has been located.
Old Business:
1. Autumn’s Glory Day.  Mary Manning reported it was a huge success, and next year is being planned.  Over $4000 was made, with all but $500 going directly to milfoil treatment expenses.  The $500 will be seed money for next year. There were over 500 attendees at the quilt show.  The farmers loved the market, and are planning a weekly market for 2008.  After discussion, it was decided that Promoter’s will contribute up to $250 for signage and expenses related to the farmers market next year.
2. Brochure.  Rita Brisbin circulated a prototype for local circulation.  Rick Farfsing will help put together the brochure designed for wider distribution. We need more pictures. Submit same to Rita Brisbin. Pictures of the lake, skiers, snowmobilers, orchards, sunsets, sunrises, sailing, etc. would all be appreciated.
3. Budget. A new proposed budget was submitted by Treasurer Joanne and adopted.
4. Bylaw Amendment. The proposed bylaw amendment on the spending cap was read by Jacque Wallace and will be voted on at the next meeting.  It reads as follows: 

 “Amendment to Article II, Section 3 of the bylaws of the Bear Lake Promoters.

Section 3 (a):  Any request for money (other than for normal expenses or emergencies) of $500 or more must be tabled until the following meeting, and then must be approved by a majority of the members in attendance at that meeting by secret ballot. A special meeting may be called for this purpose if all members are notified no less than 10 days prior to the meeting either by mail or electronic mail.”

5. Milfoil. Don Brisbin gave an update.  We now have a Lake Improvement Board in place, and the first trial of the weevils appears to have had some success.  Meetings of the board will be posted at the Township Halls and Library.  Thursday, Nov. 15th is the next meeting at 7PM at the Bear Lake Township Hall. Open public meetings will be held in January and February regarding special assessments and other board actions.
6. Sparkle in the Park.  Pauline Jaquish reported that the first work day was last Saturday, and a lot was accomplished.  The next will be November 10th, last work day and trial run is November 17th, with opening night the 18th.  Bring a pot of chili to add to the “Famous Bear Lake Chili” pot.  Linda Schweyer is coordinating, and there will be the chili, plus cookies, coffee, hot chocolate, music, lights and fun. Call her at 810-299-2987, or Jacque Wallace at 864-2622 for information or to let them know what you will be bringing. Jerome Kenny has built a contribution “vault” for Sparkle, and Connie Eno made signs for same.     Forms are available for the lighting contest, both residential and commercial.  
7. Christmas in Bear Lake.  Gloria Edwards reported the next meeting of the committee will be Nov 14th 8AM at the Edward’s home.  Jacque could use more volunteers for the nativity since it will now be a “stand alone” event on Sunday (Dec 9). Help is also needed for cleanup on Saturday (Dec 8th) around 4PM at the school.  18 “any soldier” boxes have been sent according to Pauline, and contributions can be dropped off at Gloria’s house.  We have already received over $200 in donations toward postage plus $250 from vendors.  A reminder was given to bring non-perishable food items for the food pantries to the school on Saturday, Dec. 8th also.
New Business:

1. Business Presentation.  Dr Robert Shannon talked about changes to his practice. He described it as a “micro-practice” of medicine.  In addition to still making house calls, he will soon staff a brick and mortar office in Arcadia 2-3 days a week (Tues., Thurs and Friday proposed).

2. Annual Dinner.  Gloria Edwards will again coordinate as long as the Methodist Church is willing to allow use of their facilities.  February 2nd is the date.  Speaker ideas will be appreciated.

3. Nominations. Gloria and Sherry Pries agreed to continue on the nominating committee.  Nomination forms were circulated and collected by the committee.  Voting will be by paper ballot at the December meeting.

4. Vision.  Rick Farfsing announced that the groundbreaking for the open space project next to Richmond Drug will take place on November 15th at 11AM.

Meeting adjourned at 9AM
Jacque Wallace, Secretary
